Shoemakersville Borough
FALL/WINTER NEWS 2018

Seasonal Reminders
———————–——Leaves and Outdoor Fireplaces—————————
Keep the Streets Clean

Burning in the Borough

Borough staff cleans leaves that naturally
fall in the roadway and gutters. However,
leaves and yard sweepings should not be
swept into any street or alley, as it clogs the
storm sewers.

Please remember that per Borough Ordinance
429-2012, all outdoor fireplaces and/or outdoor
cooking appliances must be set at least 5’ from any
structure vertically, as well as horizontally. The
burning of designated recyclables and yard waste is
not permitted. A violation would occur when any
smoke or ash emission are or may be objectionable, offensive or deleterious to human or animal
health or permeate or cross into neighboring properties and or falls on buildings, vehicles, or vegetation.

——————————Snow Shoveling and Plowing———–——————
Snow Shoveling

Snow Plowing

Please be mindful of the following excerpt from Ordinance 341-94: “…The
owner, occupant or tenant of every
property fronting upon or alongside
any street or alley in the Borough of
Shoemakersville is hereby required to
remove or cause to be removed from
all the sidewalks in front of or alongside such property all snow and ice
thereon fallen or formed, within twenty-four (24) hours after the same shall
have ceased to fall or to be formed, so
as to leave a clear walkway at least two
feet (2’) wide…”

Plowing is just around the corner. We prefer to
plow curb to curb. If possible, please move your
vehicle off of the street during snow removal.
This is beneficial to all, as it will create more parking and less shoveling out of cars. Please note that
it is against borough ordinance to put snow into
the street. Snow should be placed either on your
private property or on the curb side of the walk.
During a snow emergency, vehicles must be removed from the snow emergency route, which
includes the entire length of Main St., Noble Ave
from Main St. to Route 61 and Franklin St., from
Church Ave. to Noble Ave.
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Winter Time Pollution Prevention
Water pollu on and conserva on are important issues during the spring and summer months; however, there are many things
that we can do during the winter months that will help reduce water pollu on and help conserve water. Below are three
topics with several ps on how to make a diﬀerence this winter:
1. Too Much Salt
When the snow and ice melt a er a winter storm, the water ﬂow will take with it anything that it collects on the ground and wash it
down storm drains. This means that mel ng ice will carry the deicer materials that we use to clear our driveways
and walkways down storm drains and into local waterways. The chlorides that make up the deicers can harm
aqua c wildlife, aﬀect nearby plant growth in your yard, and can remain trapped in your soils. Luckily there are
alterna ves to conven onal rock salt deicers that are easy to purchase and will also help in keeping our pathways
safe! Here are some helpful ps that will keep your pavements clear and local streams cleaner!
Removing freshly fallen snow before it has a chance to freeze and harden into ice is one of the more eﬀec ve
ways of keeping your pavements clear. Deicers work be er when there is only a thin layer of ice or snow.
If you are using tradi onal rock salt, the recommended applica on is a handful for one square yard. Using more salt than this will not
make the ice melt faster; it will only end up cos ng you more money and the salt will be washed away by the stormwater!
Pay a en on to the type of deicer material your applying so that you reduce the risk of damaging your sidewalk and driveway.
Mixing sand in with the deicer will also aid in mel ng the snow and ice and allow you to cut back on the amount of rock salt that is being
used. Sand and regular brand ki y li er will also add trac on to the surface as well. But remember, if there is le over sand and
ki y li er on your walkway or driveway, then use a broom to clean it up. Using a hose to wash the sand and ki y li er away
will push the material into nearby storm drains and poten ally cause a clog or back‐up of the drains, so put that broom to work!
*Fer lizer is not an appropriate subs tu on for any of the above materials*
2. Losing Water
Burs ng pipes in the winter me can cause a strain on water supply levels and also on a homeowner’s wallet. By preven ng pipe bursts
and water loss now, you can help conserve water and money!
If you have outside spigots, turn them oﬀ during the winter months to prevent them from burs ng due to the cold temperatures.
You may be able to turn the spigots oﬀ by an inside valve, and then drain the remaining water from the pipes.
Make sure that your water pipes are insulated properly and check for leaky pipes now before freezing temperatures arrive.
3. Household Hazardous Waste
It is important to dispose and use our cleaning products appropriately. The water that goes down your sink drain also carries residues
from your home, and many harsh household chemicals are not removed by sewage‐treatment or sep c systems.
Household Hazardous Waste is any household product which is labeled:
CAUTION, DANGER, FLAMMABLE, EXPLOSIVE, TOXIC, WARNING, CORROSIVE, POISON and VOLATILE or a combina on of these
characteris cs
Here are a few things that will help reduce these problems with household chemicals:
Read your labels and know what is in the product before using it.
Consider using products that are “environmentally friendly.” These products will adver se that they do not contain phosphates,
chlorine, ammonia, etc. (all of which contribute to water pollu on)
Store household chemicals in a dry area with the lids secured ghtly.
Use only the recommended amount of the product.
Never dispose of chemicals in storm drains (they lead directly to nearby rivers).
When disposing of household chemicals, check to see if there are special instruc ons and/or collec on sites for your convenience.
In Berks County, the Berks County Solid Waste Authority hosts Household Hazardous Waste Collec ons in the Spring and Fall
to help homeowners dispose of Household chemicals. For addi onal informa on please visit the Berks County Solid Waste
Authority website at h p://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/swa/Pages/default.aspx or call 610‐478‐6362.
(This ar cle is complements of the Berks County MS4 Steering Commi ee and Coopera ve Educa on Program. For addi onal informa on
please visit h p://www.co.berks.pa.us/Dept/Planning/Pages/MS4%20Coopera ve%20Educa on%20Program.aspx )
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Holiday Decorating Contest
Watch for information on our facebook and website about the Holiday Decorating Contest. Cash prizes
will be awarded by the Recreation Board and other local organizations.

Zoning Hearing Board
Members are needed for the Zoning Hearing Board. The primary purpose of the board is to help assure
fair and equitable application and administration of the zoning ordinance by hearing appeals on the
zoning officer’s determinations and by granting relief from the literal enforcement of the ordinance in
certain hardship situations. Please contact the borough office at 610-562-8030 or
administration@shoeyboro.org for more information.

Upcoming 2019 Recycling Dates
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From Mayor Remp
Residents of Shoemakersville, I hope you had a great summer. It will be snowing soon. I have truly
enjoyed being the Mayor for the last year and look forward to 3 more productive years. There is a lot of
construction in the area, so please be cautious and know the alternate routes. I do appreciate all of the
messages from residents with your comments and concerns. Please, I encourage you to continue to do this.
If you see anything suspicious or don’t feel safe, call the State Police or you can reach out to me. More of a
police presence will be coming soon.
Friendly reminders include keeping up with the leaves and that white stuff. Help your neighbors out. Try
and attend a Borough meeting, the first Tuesday of each month. Your Council men and women are truly
doing a great job for our town, putting in extra hours of their time to address matters. We welcome
criticism, but appreciate gratitude. In closing, be proud of your town, be vigilant, and be safe.

Borough Office & Contact Information
Borough Office Hours
The office is typically closed between 1:00 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.
The office will be closing at 2:30 p.m. on November 7
The office will be opening at 11:00 a.m. on December 12.
The office will be closed November 21-23 and December 24 - January 1.

Borough Office

Borough Council

Open Monday - Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Chris M. Kline
President

Address: 115 E. 9th St.

Amy L. Botwright
Vice-President

Phone: 610-562-8030
Email: administration@shoeyboro.org

Joseph Wertz, Jr.
President Pro Tem

Website: www.shoeyboro.org

Steve Gilbert

Other Contacts

Tara Kennedy-Kline

Building Inspector: Bill Murphy

570-499-7204

John Lesher

Tamaqua Transfer: Trash

570-668-4515

Dana Smith

Eagle Disposal: Recycling

717-355-9560

Tax Collector: Karen Hamm

610-562-4674

Dustin Remp
Mayor

Zoning & Codes: Chad Zimmerman 610-698-8174
Pennsylvania State Police

610-562-6885
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